
How Much Does Newborn Photography Cost? 
 

A comparison of approximate costs for newborn photography in the United States. March 2023. 
 

This is information based on personal experience and opinion. It is not applicable to every circumstance and does 
not replace your responsibility to do your own due diligence in assessing your photography options. 

 

Category  Cheap (and Riskier?) High Value for Money Money is No Object 

General 
Description 

Cheap / discount 
photographers. Often 
inexperienced newborn 
photographer or part-
time amateur. 

High-quality in-studio or 
on-location services. 
Professional, reputable, 
experienced specialist 
maternity and newborn 
photographers. 

High-price, luxury studio. 
Professional, reputable, 
experienced specialist 
maternity and newborn 
photographers. 

What should 
you expect to 
pay for the 
session fee? 

$50 - $300 $250 - $600 $500+ 

Insurance Risks 

Due to low prices, cheap 
photographers are more 
likely to be operating 
without business licenses 
and/or liability 
insurance. You should 
ask always ask to see 
proof of insurance. 

Reputation and 
experience may indicate 
this photographer is 
more likely to be 
operating a registered 
and insured business. 
You should ask always 
ask to see proof of 
insurance. 

Reputation and 
experience may indicate 
this photographer is 
more likely to be 
operating a registered 
and insured business. 
You should ask always 
ask to see proof of 
insurance. 

Best for what 
type of client? 

Clients who prioritize low 
cost over other factors 

Clients who prioritize 
quality, safety, 
trustworthiness, and 
value for money. 

Clients who prioritize 
quality, safety, 
trustworthiness. Best for 
clients not concerned 
about cost. 

What image 
quality should I 
expect for that 
price? 

Basic poses. Flat lighting. 
Sometimes inconsistent 
results. 

Consistent, high-end 
results that reflect the 
photographer’s 
advanced lighting, 
composition and 
newborn posing skills. 

Consistent, high-end 
results that reflect the 
photographer’s 
advanced lighting, 
composition and 
newborn posing skills. 



What editing 
and retouching 
should I expect 
for that money? 

Sometimes 
photographers will offer 
no retouching. Those 
who do will likely have 
less expertise and the 
results may be 
inconsistent and or look 
unnatural. 

High-end retouching that 
looks natural and 
beautiful.  
 
The time and expertise 
that goes into premium-
quality retouching is 
reflected in the value-
for-money file and print 
prices. 

High-end retouching that 
looks natural and 
beautiful.  
 
A significant profit 
markup is added to the 
time and expertise that 
goes into premium-
quality retouching. 
  

What should 
you expect to 
pay for digital 
files? 
 

Possibly included in the 
session fee or sold for as 
little as $10-$75 each. 

Sometimes not sold 
separately. If they are, 
expect to pay $100 - 
$300 each. Digital files 
may be provided with 
the purchase of a print.  
 
Value-for-money prices 
reflect the time and skill 
in retouching and 
editing. 

Sometimes not sold 
separately. If they are, 
expect to pay $200 - 
$450+ each. Digital files 
may be provided with 
the purchase of a print.  
 
High prices reflect the 
time and skill in 
retouching and editing 
plus the luxury studio 
profit markup. 

What should 
you expect to 
pay for prints? 
 

Possibly not offered by 
the photographer.  
Those who do will likely 
offer lower-quality, loose 
(not matted or mounted) 
prints starting as low as 
$10 each.   

Professionally matted 
and mounted, archival 
quality (often with 100-
year guarantee) prints 
$100 - $300.  
 
Value-for-money pricing 
reflects the print quality, 
craftsmanship and time 
invested in retouching. 
Some photographers will 
include the digital file 
with print purchase. 

Professionally matted 
and mounted, archival 
quality (often with 100-
year guarantee) prints 
for $200 - $450 each.  
 
High price reflects the 
print quality, 
craftsmanship and time 
invested in retouching, 
plus the luxury studio 
profit markup. Some 
photographers will 
include the digital file 
with print purchase. 



What should 
you expect to 
pay for wall art? 
 

Possibly not offered by 
the photographer.  
Those who do will likely 
offer lower-quality prints 
starting as low as $50-
$100.   

High-end framed, 
canvas, acrylic and metal 
prints starting at $400 
and ranging up to $3,000 
(depending on size, 
material, etc.).   
 
Value-for-money pricing 
reflects material quality, 
craftsmanship and time 
invested in retouching. 
Some photographers will 
include the digital file of 
the printed image. 

High-end framed, 
canvas, acrylic and metal 
prints starting at $800 
and ranging up to 
$10,000+ (depending on 
size, material, etc).   
 
High price reflects the 
print quality, 
craftsmanship and time 
invested in retouching, 
plus the luxury studio 
profit markup. Some 
photographers will 
include the digital file of 
the printed image. 

What should 
you expect to 
pay for albums? 
 

Possibly not offered by 
the photographer.  
Those who do will likely 
offer lower-quality 
albums from cheaper 
printers.  
 
Prices vary greatly 
depending on the 
manufacturer, page size 
and page count. Prices 
may range from $400 - 
$1,500. 

High quality albums and 
ranging up to premium 
quality hand-crafted 
heirloom quality albums. 
Often bound with 
leather or luxury fabric 
covers. 
 
Prices vary greatly 
depending on the 
manufacturer, and 
endless upgrade options 
including page size and 
page count. Prices may 
range from $700 - $3,000 

Typically premium, hand-
crafted heirloom quality 
albums. Often bound 
with leather or luxury 
fabric covers.  
 
Prices vary greatly 
depending on the 
manufacturer, and 
endless upgrade options 
including page size and 
page count. Prices may 
range from $1,500 - 
$5,000+. 
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